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COUNTRY RE-UNION AND BARBECUE AT NEWCASTLE AND GRETA 
Arrangements are now complet.e for the Country Reunion on Saturday 
10th June and the Barbecue on Sunday, 11th June. 

Because of a State wide Basketball 
Competition at Newcastle on the same 
dates, Motel accommodation is be­
coming searoo, but we are still able 
to arrange Hotel bookings. 
This is the Dnly DccasiDn this type Df 

venture will be attempted, SO' make sure 
YDU avail yDurself Df the Dpportunity to' 
attend.: 
RE-UNION DINNER 

The Re-uniDn will take the fDrm Df a 
sit dDwn dinner at the RSL Club Hall, 
next door to' Anzac HDuse, TudDr Street, 
HamiltDn. Pre-dinner drinks will be 
served at 6 p.m. and the dinner will 
commence at 6.30 p.m. The CDSt will be 
$5 per head, including refreshments, pay­
able at dDDr. 
WREATH-LAYING, MARCH PAST 
AND BARBECUE 

On Sunday, 11th June, buses will trans­
port all peDple to' Greta where wreaths 
will be laid at the SDldiers MemDrial. All 
members are requested to' wear medals. 

The buses will then take th-e peDple 
to' Silver City Camp and at the Guard 
HDuse all male members will disembark. 
FrDm here they will march to' the saluting 
base where a uniformed Army Officer, 
CDlonel R. S. Garland, M.C., CDmmand­
ing Officer, 3rd Training Bn., Singleton, 
will take the salute. All members are re­
quested to' wear medals. 

BARBECUE ON· ORIGINAL CAlVIPSITE 
The Barbecue will then take place 

which will be prDvided at a CDSt Df $1, 
cDnsisting Df steak, cDleslaw, buttered rDll, 
cDffee 0'1' tea. Plate, knife, fDrk and cup 
will be prDvided. CDntrary to' details pub­
lished in April issue Df Pioneer News, there 
is nO' need to' bring cDoking and mess gear 
as this wDuld prDvide prDblems in carrying 
in the bus, SO' these will nDW be supplied­
and even cDDked for YDU by "vDlunteer" 
Army cDoks. 

Canned beer and canned sDft drink will 
Ge sO' Id at Barbecue at IDcal prices. 

Buses will then prDceed .tD a vineyard 
where an inspectiDn has been arranged. 

After the vineyard inspectiDn the buses 
will cDmplete the rDund trip Df 100 miles 
by passing thrDugh the famDUS Hunter 
Valley vineyard cDuntry. 

This rDund trip will CDSt each persDn 
$1.20 and tickets will be sDld at the Re­
uniDn DinU',"r. Tickets fDr the Barbecue 
may also be purchased at the Re-uniDn 
Dinner. 

ACCOMMODATION 
YDU may arrange YDur Dwn aCCDmmD­

datiDn, or if having difficulty YDU can 
write di:'ect to' Jack Bertram, 90 NatiDnal 
Park RDad, HamiltDn, N.S.W. 2303, and 
he will endeavDur to' give YDU every assist­
ance. 

BACK TO GRETA -with Frank Allan 
Officially of course, the 2/1 Australian Pioneer Battalion was formed 
on 11th June, 1940, but prior to that date a few members had been 
rustling around seeking out likely personnel to wear the guernsey 
of the Battalion and many originals, even to this date, do not know 
they had been drafted to the Unit by special request. It certainly 
paid dividends. 

HDw-ever, Dne Df the mDst exciting ex­
periences in the fDrmatiDn Df an Expedi­
tiDnary FDrces Unit, is the arrival Df the 
first draft. 

It so happened, I had been cDDling my 
heels at the Moore Park DepDt dDing 
SDme of the pirating when suddenly, I 
was instructed to' repDrt to' the Royal 
Agricultural ShowgrDund the fDllowing day 
to' take the first draft Df the 2/1 Austra­
lian Pioneer Bn. recruits to' Greta. This 
I duly did and eventually was handed a 
nominal 1'0'11 and then escorted to' where 
my nDble charges were lined up. 

LoDking at the sea Df faces, I recall 
thinking to' myself, "they must be, they 

are, a bunch Df blDDdy gDDd bIDkes." There 
were seriDus faces, excited faces, faces 
refiecting the nightbefDre and faces in­
dicating the wearers still had sDmething 
Dn the hip. 

ObviDusly, it was not a situatiDn where 
Dne gave a dissertatiDn on military CDn­
duct etc., SO' the welcDme was "gDDd mDrn­
ing and· cDngratulatiDns, this is the start 
Df the BattaliDn, lets help each Dther get 
this draft to' Greta." 
PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS HEAD FOR PUB 

We mDved to and entr:1ined at Central 
Railway withDut a hitch and the ride 
progressed very smDDthly even if rDwdy, 
but with never a dull mDment. Then it 

NOTIFICATION OF ATTENDANCE 
The caterers Df the Re-uniDn Dinne!' 

anQ Barbecue have given the CDmmittee 
strict instructiDns that a firm figure mus1; 
be given to them by 9 a.m. Dn MDnday, 
5th June. TherefDre it is essential that 
all members whO' are attending fill out the 
fDrm Dn Page 6 & PDst to' the Secretary 
befDre Friday, 3rd June. This dO'es not 
apply to' the fDllDwing whO' have sent 
in their nDtificatiDn. Df attendance as at 
8th May: Messrs. H. MDntague, G. Walker. 
J. Lloyd, A. McInnes, S. Angus, T. SkDyles, 
E. MDncktDn, G. Rhind, A. Green, R. Cal­
Jaghan, T. JensDn, J. Harvey, J. Fields, 
F'. WheatDn, C. SchDles, B. Arthur, H. 
Baldwin, J. Bertram, W. Page, T. Daven­
pDrt, M. HerrDn, D. ShearstDn, R. Lake, 
R. McGregDr, P. Fisk, N. TrefDni, A. 
Brazier, B. Wright, R. Jardine, P. SeddDn, 
M. Flynn, B. Juleff, 1. Pepper, S. JDpsDn, 
J. Russ-ell, D. Reed, J. Griffith, L. RobsDn, 
A. Crane, R. Burnside, P. NDDnan andB. 
Chase. 

ThDse peDple frDm the abDve list whO' 
have bDDked with L. RDbsDn, are to' re­
pDrt to' him in the fDyer Df HamiltDn RSL 
at 3.30 p.m. Dn Saturday, 10th June, re­
garding accDmmDdatiDn. 

Turn to page 6 and fill in your notific­
ation of attendance. Cut it out and send 
to the Secretary ~ NOW. 

Turn to page 8 and cut out Programme 
sheet and take it to the Greta week-end 
with you. 

happened-the train stDpped at WYDng .. 
Carriage dDDrs Dpened as Dne, bDdies 
pDured DUt and within secDnds, the scene 
was like a plague Df IDCUSts heading fDr 
a green crDp but the difference here was, 
this mass was heading fDr the local pub. 

My mDrale drDpped, I couldn't see mDre 
than 50 per cent Df the draft getting to 
our destinatiDn and I visualised myself 
walking dDwn Pitt Street in a bDwler 
hat. 

Eventually, the train rDlled Dn until 
we reached Greta where we fDrmed up 
fDl' entry intO' the camp. The marching 
was terrific, SDme quick-marched, some 
SIDW and Dthers either. skipped, waltzed 
0'1' perfDrmed some Dther fDrm Df gyratiDn. 
GREETINGS FROM THE SIDE 

An Advance Party cDnsisting of all 
ranks had been in camp for a few weeks 
preparing to' receiv-e the trDops and. as 
the draft neared Bn. Headquarters, quite 
unrehearsed, they all appeared and gave 
the bDYS a IDUd, sustained hand-clap to­
gether with cheers and Dther vocals. (For-

(Continued foot of page 2) 
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REPORT 1971 • 72 
2/1 and 2/2 Pioneers: 

On behalf of your Committee I have 
much pleasure in presenting the Asso­
ciation's Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
for the year ending 31st March, 1972. 

As always, our year commences with 
Anzac functions and I was very pleased 
to note the good roll up for the Wreath 
Laying ceremony, the Annual Meeting and 
a most successful Anzac Day function at 
Redfern was well attended by both 2/1 
and 2/2 Pioneers. All. voted it a most 
successful day after both Battalions had a 
good roll call at the march. 

You will observe by this report that the 
Committee has had some troubles and I 
would ask ,that all Pioneers assist in the 
mattcrs mentioned in this report. 

SECRETARY: Max Herron has been 
a hard working, tireless and most efficient 
man in this position and if you only knew, 
as I do, the work that he does on nur 
behalf you would be astonished that he 
is able to put so much of his time into 
this Association. He is the man who organ­
ises the whole functioning of the Asso­
ciation and on all our behalf I say "Thank 
yeu, 'Max." 

We have had three Committee meetings 
and 'one Social Committee meeting this 
year and while attendances were down 
on past years, we were able to successfully 
run the business. Three Pioneer News were 
printed and posted and Max Herron was to 
the fore in this, as with Bob Lake he 
edits the papers. 'rhen Peg Herron loaned 
her home and provided supper for the 
wrapping committee, of which I am not 
a member but understand is a fantastic 
group - very happy and 'even assisted 
by three members wives. The Committee: 
Gerdon Finlay, Doug Shearston, Wal Page. 
Mick Dodson, Graham Witham, Bob Burn­
side, Bob McGregor and Max Herron. 
plus wives Olive Finlay, Roma Shearston, 
Lal Pagc and Peg Herron. 

PIONEER NEWS: Secretary reports 
that letters and news over the past year 
have been the smallest since this Com­
mittee has been in office and makes one 
tend to think the Pioneer News is no 
longer holding the interest of our mem-

BACK TO GRETA - from page 1 
tunately, the famous yell "you'll be sorry" 
was not born then). Psychologically, the 
warmth of that spontaneous reception was 
a good tonic. 

I need n'ever had feared about a bowler 
hat, we arrived with 100 per cent strength. 

Purposely, I have refrained from men­
tioning names of individuals, they would 
all have to be mentioned. To me, the 
important outcome of this draft was how 

it controlled my destiny. Some days after 
arriving I was instructed to report to 
Victoria Barracks where I underwent a 
grilling from the Top Brass as to why, as 
a trained Signals Officer, I had violated 
Regulations by not enlisting in a Signals 
Unit. I was therefore transferred to 6 
Division Signals. 

For days, I battled with them to allow 
me to remain with 2/1 and eventually, 
I won out. 

It was because of ,that first draft, I 
was d'ctermined to get back. Thanks first 
draft. FRANK R. ALLAN. 

bel'S. Considering the cost of the foU! 
page issue, it is not worth our while to 
make it more attractive by using blocks, 
which are not only costly in themselves 
but also increase the size of the paper 
and thus double the ·cost to $120 from 
$65. To sum up, members, is it worth the 

time and expense to carry on with Pioneer 
News. If the answer is YES, then you will 
an have to come to the party with articles, 
(not just one letter in five years) and 
this includes suburban, country and com­
mittee members. The news we ,want, and 
I think you all want, is about Pioneers, 
Le. yourself, your families and other Pion­
eers you see and talk to. Articles back 
to Army days and happenings - you can 
all do this, it only takes a bit of effort 
and time. 

TREASURER: Doug Shearston has al­
ways been a wonderful treasurer and 
with him at the wheel every Pioneer 
can be assured that every cent is accounted 
for and used with care and discrimination. 
Our Annual Balance Sheet to be pres-ented 
by our Treasurer shows his worth. 

SOCIAL SECRETARY: Bob McGregor 
has been most active and has in close 
co-operation with Max organised and 
finalised all the Anzac Day arrangements 
and has co-operated with Newcastle Pion­
eers in organising a re-union last Novem­
ber and has the "Back to Greta" re­
union well in hand. 

WELFARE: Harry Montague d'eserves 
a great debt of gratitude for his untiring 
efforts in this particular field. During the 

year he has given his time unstintingly 
jn advising and otherwise h'elping those 
with pension, legal aid, social service and 
medical treatment problems and has 
achieved almost 100 per cent success. He 
has visited all Pion'eers in hospital and 
every Thursday night he has visited Repat. 
Hospital with a small parcel. 

PUBLICITY: Wal Page, as Publicity Of­
ficer, has worked hard and been a tireless 
worker 011 every committee. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the 
Committee for the support and work they 
have put in and pay a sincere tribute 
to our Auditor. 

As a motto we could perhaps use: 
"Let the future excel the past." 

ALLAN McINNES, 
President. 

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 
Just as a matter of interest, a chap I 

work with at the Bank of New South 
Wales was asking me how I enjoyed my 
Anzac Day, and during the conversation 
he asked me who I was with during the 
Big Stoush. When I said 2/1 Pioneers, he 
commenced to go through his pockets 
muttering, "that's an odd thing." , 

It appears he went to the Castlereagh 
Hotel for a drink two days after Anzac 
Day and found a blank 2/1 Pioneer name 
tag. 

He immediately thought it was a good 
idea for his own unit, tIre 2/12 Battalion. 
He showed it to me, then asked would it 
be all right for his unit to copy it, with 
2/12 plus colour patch. Permission grant­
ed. Have I done right? 

WALLY <DESSO) PAGE. 

1st June, 1972 

LETTER TO A PIONEER 
MEMBER 

Dear Pioneer, 
It is quite obvious to your 2/1-2/2 Pion­

eer Battalion Association Committee, that 
all members of our Association like to 
receive and read our Pioneer News. 

But it is more obvious to your Com­
mittee that it is costing more and more 
each year to produce this paper. In fact. 
it is costing more and more each year to 
run the Association. We have a credit 
balance at the moment, but unless Vi-e 
receive more help from our members we 
may not be in credit. 

We would like, at this point, to advise 
you as to the ways you may be able to 
help your Committee and your Asso­
ciation. 

Most members may not be aware of the 
fact that we have three accounts. We 
are compelled to have th'em and thev 
are, namely: . 

211-2/2 Pioneer Association General 
Account. 

Welfare Account. 
Pioneer News Account. 

We will explain th'em one at a time. 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 
This account. like the others. is more 

or less self -explanatory, but briefly it is 
for all general expenses incurred by the 
ASSOCiation, such as all stationery, cheque 
books, wreaths for Anzac Day, your Anzac 
Day lunch, and afternoon snack on Anzac 
Day and cost of mailing all general cor­
respondence, etc. 

WELFARE ACCOUNT 
This again speaks for itself, but it is 

a v-ery important one to say the least. 
This one is used by our two Welfare 
Officers in their work of visiting all our 
members who have the misfortune to be 
hospitaJised, and this is very important to 
any of our members who are in a hospital, 
far from home and family and friends. 
To have our happy friendly Welfare man 
walk into their Ward with a little parcel 
of goodies, such as smokes, sweets and 
drinks, is really necessary. but even here 
the costs are rising. 

PIONEER ACCOUNT 
To keep our Association alive we need 

this account. This has to cover the cost 
of printipg your Pione'er News, cost of 
addre&~ing wrappers and posting, also in­
cidental costs, even the rubber bands tha;; 
go around the Qundles of papers before 
they go to the Post Office have to be paid 
for. Here again the costs are high. 

By now, we expect you have a good idea 
of the message that this letter is trying 
to convey to you. So, to put it into Pioneer 
lingo, if you have not "Hit the Kick" 
lately, what about it now! Just send us 
your donation. You nominate which ac­
count you would like your donation to go 
to. Also while you are at it, what about 
sending us a little bit of news about your 
local doings, it's not much use having 
a paper and not having any news to put 
in it. So seeing you are going to ·write and 
enclose your cheque or money order, it 
would not be any trouble to write us a few 
lines for our Pioneer News. It does. not 
matter what it is, we will print it, you 
depend on your Committee for your paper, 
now your Committee is depending on you. 

HELP 
YOUR COMMITTEE. 
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THE FORMATION OF 2/15T 2/2ND ASSOCIATION 
"THE GREAT ARCHllECT OF THE UNIVERSE WORKS IN MANY STRANGE AND WONDERFUL WAYS" 

It' is just on thirty-two years ago in June, 1940, when I joined the 
2/1 Pioneers at Silver City, Greta. 

Silver City. 1940, and an exchange of 
second-in-command of both Battalions, 
was our first contact with the 2/2 Pioneer 
Battalion. The idea was to standardise 
training and to establish an esprit de 
corps betw'een the 2/1 and 2/2 Pioneer 
Battalions. 

The departure of the 2/1 for the Middle 
East ended the exchange system. 

Perhaps it was at Greta where the 211 
and 2/2 Pioneers Association was con­
ceived. Who .knows? 

MIDDLE EAST - PALESTINE, 1941. 
It was here that members of both 2/1 

and 2/2 had the opportunity to really 
get together. The appointment of Briga­
dier (Red Robbie) Robertson to take 
charge of all training centres in the 
Middle East added a link in the chain 
of building a close relationship with both 
Battalions and the strong and active spirit 
of close co-operation that existed in the 
2/1 and 2/2 Pioneer Battalions Associa­
tion. "Red Robbie" demanded that ex­
per!'enced officers and NCO's from the 
fOl'1\Vard uniis be appointed to the Train­
ing Battalion's staff. Both the 2/1 and 
2/2 supplied experienced officers and 
NCO's from Tobruk and Syria respec­
tively. 

At that time, all personnel returning 
from hospital, schools, and courses had 
to report into the Training Battalion be­
fore returning to the parent Battalion. 
Fraternising in the officers NCO's and 
men's messes all played a part in welding 
the chain of co-operation. 

Leave to Cairo, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, 
Haifa and many places too numerous to 
mention, the bistros, night clubs, dancing 
girls, tall tales, little wh:ilt'e lies and 
romancing all added links to the chain 
of mateship in the 211 and 2/2, 

JOY AND TRAGEDY 
El 1942-a year of joy and tragedy. Joy for 
the 2/1-they were destined to be returned 
to Australia, leave and loved ones. What 
a thrilling experience when rumour be­
came fact. 

Tragcdy for the 2/2 - after a splendid 
record of courage and fighting ability in 
Syria were destined for the Dutch Indies. 
They were sacrificed to a lost and forlorn 
operation, human sacrifices to Japanese 
barbarity. Their suffering and courage on 
the Burma Road is in the history books 
and will never be forgotten. 

The sad loss of the 2/2 in Java was 
a blow to us all. "The Great Architect 
surely moves in many strange ways.''' The 
2/1sts home, leave and loved ones! The 
2/2nds in Java, suffering hardships. 
torture, death and years of hell as Jap­
anese prisoners. 

RE-FORMING OF THE 2/2 
Australia, ·1942, saw the 2/1 march into 

Sandy Creek, South Australia, and the 
Training Battalion staff were at Mount 
Barker in the same State. A period of 
uncertainty - the 2/1 members hoping to 
rejoin their parent battalion, the 2/2 mem­
lJers not having any idea of their postings. 

At this period of time, unknown to any 
members of either Battalion, a dynamic 

personality known as "Big Joe" Lang (the 
original second-in-command of the' 2/2) 
arrived back in Australia. Joe was wounded 
in Syria and had been hospitalised in 
Palestine when the 212 sailed for Java. 
It was due to Joe, now Lt.-Col. Lang, that 
the 212 Pioneer Battalion was re-formed, 

I beli'eve when Joe approached Sir 
Thomas BIs.mey to re-form the 2/2, he 
was asked where he could get experienced 
Officers, NCO's and men to form the bat­
talion. ResQurceful and enthusiastic, Joe 
had done his homework very thoroughly. 
He produced a list of experienced officers 
and NCO's. The list included all members 
of the Training Battalion, officers and 
NCO's who had been hospitalised, at 
schools and courses or on leave in Pales­
tine when the 2/2 sailed for Java. Soine 
experi'cnced officers from Gull Force, 8 
Div. officers from the Independent Pioneer 
Companies. 

2/1 REINFORCEMENTS FORM 212 

So far so· good. "Where will you get the 
men, Lang,?" The clincher. The white 
rabbit out of the hat this time. Joe in­
vestigated Watsonia Camp, Victoria, and 
to his joy located approximately 350 melt 
officers and NCO's who were to be rein­
forcements for the 2/2. At Bathurst. 
N.S.W., Joe ascertained there were ap­
proximately 400 men. officers and NCO's 
waiting as reinforcements to the 211. 

Joe had the Battalion on paper OK. 
all he required now was permission from 
the various CO's of the officers and NCO's 
he had presented to Sir Thomas. It was 
only the close co-operation of all C.O's. 
concerned that Joe got his complemenL 
of experienced officers and NCO's. 

The first knowledge I and other mem­
bers of the Training Battalion staff had 
of the new 2/2 was by way of a telegram 
received in Bathurst which read "Report 
with 400 men, officers and NCO's to 
Wagga"-Lang, Lt.-Col. 2/2 Pioneer Bat­
talion. We were all disappointed at being 
bulldozed in to a new battalion. However. 
on reaching Wagga, and meeting the fine 
body of young men from Watsonia and 
Bathurst, and meeting so many old friends 
and officers from th'e original 2/2. we 
felt quite at home. 

VISIT BY MRS. O'MALLEY WOOD 
At Wagga that charming and gracious 

lady, Mrs. O'Malley Wood visited the new 
212 Pioneer Battalion. In 1940, Mrs. O'Mal­
ley Wood had banded together a wonderful 
association of women and formed the 211 
Pioneer Battalion Comforts Fund. These 
dedicated ladies not only sent comforts 
to the troops but also cared for the loved 
ones left behind. 

The wonderful work of the Comforts 
Fund is worthy of a more able pen than 
mme. When the Comforts Fund found 
that approximately 450 to 500 new 2/2 
were originally to be reinforcements for 
the 2/1, they decided to take the new 
212 into the Comforts Fund and formed 
the 2/1-2/2 Pioneer Battalion Comforts 
Fund. In my opinion, this was the birth 
of the 2/1-2/2 Pioneer Battalions Asso­
ciation. 

It was only through the close co­
operation of all concerned that the merg­
ing of the Battalions was accomplished. 

Again the hand of "The Great Archi­
tect" guiding Mrs. O'Malley Wood to 
Wagga and the new 2/2. Taking the 212 
into the Comforts Fund was a great 
tribute from this band of ·wonderful women 
who gave IOervice to servicemen. 

NEW GUINEA, 1943 
1943 saw both Battalions in action in 

New Guinea. Although serving in different 
areas, officers, NCO's and men were able 
to get together and associate ag'ain -
sometimes in hospital, at rest camps and 
on the sporting field. Again more links 
were add'ed to the chain of close co­
operation. 

MOROTAI 
During 1945 both Battalions again served 

together, working in close-co-operation in 
the tactical loading of the ships and boats 
for the invasion of Balikpapan. Both 
Battalions served throughout the cam­
paign with great credit. 

CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES 
Peace - the war is over, an unfor­

gettable moment. No more danger, a long­
ing to be home. 

It was here in Balikpapan that the 2/2 
Pioneers were declared redundant and the 
men elected to transfer to the 2/1 Pioneer 
Battalion. The CO of the 2/1 again 
proved the chain of close co-operation 
was gaining strength, he permitted the 
2/2 to retain their original colour patch, 
a gesture that was greatly appreCiated. 

Australia, demobbed, it was natural 
after so many 2/1 and 2/2 had s'erved in 
both Battalions and through the friend­
ships made that a Battalion Association 
would be formed. 

The Comforts Fund, in their wisdom. 
had acquired rooms in which they oper­
ated and carried on the good work of 
providing comforts. These rooms were 
made available to the Pioneers, so that 
they could meet and form what we now 
have as the 2/1-2/2 Pioneer Battalions 
Association. 

PIONEER NEWS LAUNCHED 
To the !Jest of my knowledge, the early 

committees were composed of 211 and 212 
members and the Presidencv alternated 
between the two Battalions. -At first the 
Association concerned itself with organis­
ing Anzac Day and reunions. Some 20 
years ago the Pioneer News was launched 
aDd it was hailed by one and all as a 
great medium of keeping in touch with 
mates spread all over Australia. 

Through the co-operative efforts of thf> 
committee a Welfare Section was organised 
and is a great credit to the Association, 
A hospital visitation officer was appointed 
and what a wonderful job he is doing. 

The 1971 Anzac Day reunion was the 
first occasion both Units had joined to­
gether for a joint reunion. 1972 saw them 
together again at the Castlereagh Hotel. 
These reunions are only possible through 
hard work and close co-operation of com­
mittee .nen, who devote themselves to 
giving service to their fellow mates. 

In conclusion, I feel that the close co­
operation that is so strong in the Asso­

(Continued at foot Col. 1, page 4) 
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ANZAC DAY WITH THE 2/15t AN,D 2/2nd 
ANNUAL WREATH LAYING 

Quite a good representation from both 
Battalions assembled at our rallying point 
m Anzac Eve for our march to the 
:::enotaph in Martin PlaC'e Plaza, to once 
tgain pay our re.spects to those who paid 
;he supreme sacrifice. 

Jack Lloyd took command of our parade 
md marched us to the Cenotaph, where 
-ne were joined by our Ladies Auxiliary, 
md where our traditional Service of 
Remembrance was held. 

Wreaths were then placed on the Oeno­
;aph. Allan Mclnnes for the 2/2, Mrs. 
Basil St. Vincent Welch for the Ladies 
lI.uxiliary, and Larry Robson from New­
)astle for the 2/1. This was followed by 
;he Ode, and our Bug}er, Aub Brazier, 
;ounded the Last Post and Reveille. 

The whole ceremony was short, but cer­
;ainly our honoured promise of "WE WilLL 
REMEMBER THEM" was again most 
)learly demonstrated by those who gather­
~d to pay homage to our departed, but 
:lever forgotten, cobbers. 

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 
After our yearly pilgrimage to the 

::;enotaph for our Wreath-laying cere­
nony, we all assembled at the Castlereagh 
EIotel for our Annual Meeting and the 
election of office bearers for the ensuing 
,ear. 

Our President for 1971-72, Allan Mclnnes 
)pened the meeting as usual with the 
'Ode to the Fallen," then after apologies 
-nere taken, the minutes were read and 
;he Treasurer's Report, and before the 
President vacated the Chair' for Election 
)f Officers, he spoke at length of the 
-nonderful work being done by the Execu­
;ive and Committee for the good of the 
1\ssociation. but requested members to 
help by sending a contribution by way 
)f news for our paper, The Pioneer News. 

Our President outlined the wonderful 
job that was being done by our Secretary, 
Max Herron, and our Treasurer, Doug 
3hearston who, as we are all aware, are 
~he mainstays in our Association. 

Allan Mclnnes vacated the Ohair .but 
11is retirement was only brief, as was the 
rest of the Executive and Committee, so 
it was, the Election resulted as follows: 

President, Allan McInnes; Editor and 
:;'ecretary, Max Herron; Treasurer, Doug 
3hearston; Social Secretary, Bob Mcgreg­
)1'; Welfare Officers, Harry Montague and 
Jack Collis; Asst. Editor & Master at 
II.rms, Bob Lake and Jack Lloyd; Publicity 
::>fficer, Wal Page. 

It was then down to General Business 
md it was here that Don Lawson of the 
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)iation today is largely due to President 
",llan Mclnnes, Secretary Max Herron, 
rreasurer Doug. Shearston, Editor Bob 
Lake and correspondents Don Lawson and 
Wal Page. These gentlemen have been 
in office as a team for approximately ten 
years. Together with a band of hard 
\vorking committee men they have dem­
)nstrated to us all the benefits and 
pleasures that can be gained by men 
\vorking in close co-operation for their 
~ellow men. 

To each and everyone, our eternal 
Ghanks. 

BILL (Robbie) ROBERTSON. 

2/2 said how it was appreciated that the 
2/2 were able to join the 2/1 tor the 
Annual Reunion. He also handed over 
the sum of $79.00 as the Social Committee 
of the 2/2 had ceased to function. Now it 
has really happened, we are as one, two 
units, but one Association. 

Larry Rabson from Newcastle was down 
to give us the details of the "Back to 
Greta." weekend that has been organised, 
also to invite to Newcastle the Commit­
tee to help finalise the Queen's Birthday 
weekend. 

All in all, it was once again a very con­
structive meeting, with too much detail 
to publish here, but the results do,. as 
always, favour the members of the 2/1-
2/2 Pioneer Association. 

2/1 ANZAC DAY MARCH 
It was really a. great reeling to once 

again meet so many old cobbers from the 
2/1 Battalion at the assembly point for 
our unit's annual participation in the 
Anzac Day March. 

The roll-up was good, and although 
not as good as past years, the bond of 
friendship is still there and it's always 
a great feeling renewing old memories, 

On being formed up our contingent 
moved off under the leadership of Gordon 
Osborne, headed by Fairfield Police and 
Citizens youth Club Pipe Band, which 
won the praise of all. The March con­
tinued to Hyde Park without any members 
dropping out. On arrival at the Park. 
members went to their allotted area in 
preparation for the Service of Remem­
brance with. their fellow service personnel. 

After the Service was over, and before 
leaving the Park, I approached Sgt. Ron 
Condon, Superintendent of the Police and 
Citizens youth Club, who assembled the 
Band which ably led us in the March 
and thanked them on behalf of the 2/1 
Battalion. 

It was pointed out that it was the first 
time our unit had marched without stop­
ping, this was because of the good steady 
pace of the band, and the distance they 
kept from the preceding unit. Again, well 
done everyone. 

HARRY MONTAGUE. 

2/2 ANZAC DAY MARCH 
March was attended by an average roll 

call. Banner was carried by Jim Field 
and Archie Stanton. March was led by 
Bill R.obertson and Allan Mclnnes. 

Television coverage of the 2/2, we are 
told, was excellent, both by coverage given 
by announcer and picture. 

Reunion was voted, by a good roll call 
of 2/2, as a tremendous function - the 
two units merged in a most satisfactory 
manner and the close unity is illustrated 
on thesc occasions. 

Padre Claughton made his annual Anzac 
Day appearance and the boys appreciated 
seeing him having dinner with us and 
joining in with their chatter. 

Don Lawson was present and did an 
excellent job checking on number of 
meals served and acted as host to the 2/2 .. 
Gavin Todd assisted at the door in writing 
out name tags. 

Bernie Daly was down from Taree' and 
he hasn't changed much since New 
Guinea days - looks just as tough and 
fit as ever. 

Bert Beasley came from Queensland 
to ]Ye with all his mates and was quite 
emphatic the trip was well worth while. 

Dick. Kcnnewell turned up a little late, 
and was impressed by the set-up at the 
Castlereagh Hotel. He was so inspired 
by the coverage on Television he imme­
diately got dressed and decided to join 
those mates he had seen on the screen. 

ALLAN McINNES. 

THE CASTLEREAGH REUNION 
One hundred and forty' 2/1 and 2/2 

Pioneers were served a meal at the Castle­
reagh Hotel Re-union Dinner on Anzac 
Day. 

The gathering appeared to be the hap­
piest bunch we have ever seen at a Re­
union. Talking with OOmmittee members 
we are of the opinion it came about be­
cause of the reunions of many 2/2 (par­
ticularly those who had at one time 
been a 2/1 member) with the 2/1 mem­
bers. 

A typical case of this was Bert Holmes, 
211, who for many years had a wish to 
find time to spend with his brother-but 
just hadn't got around to it. Well this 
ye:;.r it came about - and the two brothers 
certainly enjoyed their day. 

Wal Page was in charge of serving 
the meals and with his helpers a terrific 
job was carried out. 

Numerous apologies were received by 
the Secretary from those who could not 
attend. Bill Hoffman rang from Kyogle 
and also Ray Horne rang to say he was 
working. Tom Hugo's wife sent regards 
to all Tom's mates. 

All attending voted it a good day, and 
so ended Anzac Day, 1972. 

2/2 JOTTINGS 
The 212 joined with the 2/1 again this 

year at the Oastlereagh Hotel and a very 
enjoyable day was had by all. According 
to a few of my 2/1 acquaintances, our 
presence swelled their ranks and it was 
pleasing to see how they made us feel 
part of the show. 

* COL SREA sent along a telegTam of 
best wishes to all his mates in N.SJW. 
Col is still running a butcher shop in 
Footscray, Victoria. 

* CHARIJIE GATEHOUSE was a casualty 
with a broken foot, although this did 
not worry Char lie, as he reckons you 
do not use your feet to drink. 

* BASIL ST. VINCENT WELCH was also 
a cripple on a stick as he had a car­
tilage removed in his leg. Basil's son. 
John belongs to the Haberfield Rowing 
Club and his crew are having a very 
successful season. Best wishes, Basil, 
and good luck, John. 

* DON LINTON, BILL LEWIS and DICK 
KENNEWELL attended after being ab­
sent for a couple of years - welcome 
back fellows - see you again next year. 

* TOM REYNOLDS sent word along to 
say he has left Sydney and is on a 
small property out from Bourke. * TED CROKE, son of our mate Jim, 
deceased, is bar manager at Homebush 
RSL and welcomes all Pioneers to call 
on him. 

- DON LAWSON. 
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ANZAC DAY JOTTINGS 
* To head the list comes "Charlie Ken''' 
from Maryborough, Queensland, one of 
the performing seals. Charlie had quite a 
session with all former Sigs in attendance, 
and issues a warm invitation to any Pion­
eers passing through his home town. He 
was pleased to see a roll-up of Sigs in 
thc form of Arthur White, Max Herron, 
Ron Macfarlane, Pat Noonan, Bluey Chase. 
Bob Burnside. Doug Shearston, and Cecil 
Saloway. 

* Headquart'ers drivers had themselves 
a table also, Norm McEvoy, previollilly of 
Woodburn and Lismore, is now living at 
Blacktown and he didn't stop talking. With 
him were Wagga Gnce, Snowy Jardine, 
Vic Whitely, Dora Black, Bob Lake and 
John Dundas. John is the son of Bill 
Dundas (Bill is in Queensland at the 
moment) and John is in the Navy. NiC'e 
to see you John. Come again. 

* I was taken in hand and introduced 
to some of Don Coy. boys this year. Some 
I did not know, I didn't know Don Coy. 
had so many. Jack Lloyd called his parade, 
Bert Moore, Ken Oliver, Ray Hill, Dick 
Chalmers. Bill Hodges, Blue Jones (I've 
seen him before) Jack Glover, Doug Wat­
son (a special message to Mrs. Watson, 
Doug does go to the re-union), Bobby 
Gale, Peter Craig, Max Hen'on (I thought 
he was a Big.), Jimmy Gray, sporting a big 
bushy }yeaI'd, Eric Monckton, Bimbo Bell. 
George Tolmie, Pat Collins. Now Pat .was 
reported being the best Sgt. in the 2/2. 
How come, he was counted in Don Coy. 
2/1, also there was Kev. O'Connell and 
Bombo Reynolds, Boy, did they have 
themselves a party. 

* Bernie Daley 18 Platoon 2/2 and Alby 
Klaus Don Company 2/2. Now here were 
two very disappointed boys at our Anzac 
Day Reunion, but they were only dis­
appointed about one thing, the non­
appearance of the rest of Don Coy. 2/2 
Pioneers. So fellows, make Bernie and 
Alby happy, turn up next time, if you 
Hke. write Berme and Alby through the 
Pioneer News. Send it to us, we'll print 
it, and Bernie and Alby read it, how a;bout 
that! 

* Tom Hugo, did you know you had a 
great admirer? Well you have, it's none 
oth'er than George Brooks. George told 
me that you were the greatest guy that 
ever chopped wood for the cookhouse fire. 
and what's more, I believe him. George 
also told me that no matter what great 
things I said about you in this paper. 
it would never be good enough to do you 
justice. He thinks you're a great guy. Don't 
\w! all? George comes down from Queens­
land each year. Nice work George. 

* Some others there were Bill Doney, 
Ned Jennings, Leo Morris, Sammy Lewis, 
Bill Wright. Thanks for the b'eer Bill. 
Jack Clayton from C Coy. wished to be 
remembered to all his mates. Jack was 
there but very quiet. Bert Hohnes A COy. 
2/1 and his brother Bill from 2/2 spent 
their first Anzac Day together. I think 
Bert is sporting- a couple of grandchildren. 

* . Percy Penrose, Bluto Brisbane along 
with George Bates spent most of their 
time eating Eric Monckton's chicken, to 
give Eric more time to drink, so he reckons. 

* Len Weymark, Frank Gillian, Brian 
Kybert, Bill Tasker and Casey Brown had 

one corner of the bar monopOlised. Casey 
bought me a beer! 
* Ray Lester was a late arrival, but 
he soon collected a few B Coy. boys 
together for a drink, like Harry Robey. 
Cecil Peak, Bob McGregor, Charlie O'Neil. 
Jack Lloyd. I thought he was in Don 
Coy. a while ago. Alfie Neal, Ray Cal­
laghan, Bruce Smith and his brother Bill. 
He kept BruC'e quiet too. 
* Another late arrival was Don Slater 
of A Coy. Don hasn't been well of late, 
but OK now. 
* Eric Guthrie had a message from Jack 
Copeland. Jack has been in Scotland for 
seven years. Hopes to be with us Anzav 
Day 1973. 

* Also there was Arthur Luddington. Bill 
Steward, Shaky Bill Arthur, Jack Clark 
!lost a lot of weight), Bobby Long, Sgt. 
Murphy, Henry Allan, Kevin Buckley. 
down from St. Mary's, not with one bottle 
of rum, but two this time, but someone 
drank it for them, thank goodness. 
* Ian Kirkwood and Ted Skoyles up 
from the South Coast again. Albert Brown 
got a leave pass from his three hundred 
dairy cattle to be with us. Nice work 
AlbeI't, our reg-ards to Eileen. Earl Jones 
was there and says I can't spell his name. 
So gave me one of his cards. Nice to see 
Major Bill Robertson with us again. 
* Punchy Bannister was late again, but 
said he's one of the poor unfortunates 
who have to work for a living. Pat Noonan 
and Bluey Chase came along aft-er their 
P.I.B. reunion. Last saw them drinking 
with Bob Burnside. I shook hands with 
John Collins, but couldn't find him later 
to get some news. 
* A big vote of thanks to the girls behind 
the bar, Louise, Jo Jo and Jackie, you 
did a wonderful job serving our attend­
ance of one hundred and thirty three, 
give or take twenty. 
* Charlie Kerr of Queensland was the 
winner of the raffle for a dozen beer but 
most graciously handed it over to the 
wrapping committee - thank you very 
much Charlie - we will drink your health 
when we wrap the paper on 26th May. 

GORDON FINLA y, 

ANZAC DAY-

liThe day we celebrate" 
You hear it said "just a lot of old 

blokes living in the past." 
Anzac Day is not a celebration, it is 

a day of commemoration for the purpose 
of paying honour and a way of tribute to 
those who fought, suffered, died and 
were maimed, to preserve a way of life 
they knew to be best - and for th~ 
renewal of the bonds of comradeship 
forged during service. 

HA lot of old men living in the past"­
well, to reflect on that, without the past· 
there is no future. 

For it is the past that teaches us 
the things that bind us together as a 
worthwhile people - tolerance, courage, 
high pndeavour, sacrifice and the will to 
serve. 

And the need for this is no less in 
peaC'e than in war. 

A. McI'NNES. 
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THOUGHTS ON ANZAC DAY 
They say that great events only happen 

once; well I g'uess that with this !Lrticle 
it's happened. I must admit that this is 
the first time that I have put pen to 
paper on behalf of the Pioneer News in 
any shape or form. 

Perhaps after reading this effort, there 
will be many who will say that it's a pity 
that I did this time. 

If you feel that way chaps, just blame 
Allan McInnes, he whacked this task onto 
me - sorry about that Allan. 

Some years ago, I was asked by Stan 
Claughton, what did Anzac Day mean 
to me? Last Tuesday, April 25th, as I 
drove citywards, I asked myself that very 
same question. I had my son, a returned 
soldier of Vietnam, beside me. He WR.<; 
off to see his mates for the first time; 
"if there's any there," he said to me. True. 
this was a great and proud start to this 
day of days for me. 

Without question, this day means - I 
give my homage and respects to all who 
gave their lives for this country. 

Yet to me it means more than that. It 
means once again I have that grand 
moment of meeting those mates with 
whom I spent so much of my life in years 
past. Being waylaid by the Nicholls 
brothers, Bill and G'eorge, and being 
whisked off for a couple of quickies before 
the march, in a club I didn't even know 
existed. 

Marching side by side with the Padre 
of myoId Battalion, Stan Claughton. 
Marching behind Jimmy Germ who re­
marked that "if those cameras are on 
me I'll give 'em some footwork Arthur 
Murray would be proud of." Marching 
behind my Battalion banner. 

What does this day mean to me? It 
means a good meal shared with my mates 
in the Castlereagh, a few drinks, ex­
periences of the past brought out and 
retold, and even re-laughed at. 

When I saw the two banners, 2/1 and 
2/2 side by side, I .felt a great pride, com­
bined with the fact that our two units 
had come back to where they' had started, 
in a truer sense, and in a much closer 
association; but still retaining their separ­
ate identiti-es. 

I saw the Germ back to Bankstown, 
and after taking my leave of him, I drove 
home. As I drove, I asked myself the 
question ,I started with. and came to the 
conclusion it meant. all of the things I 
have stated. It meant, too, countless things 
I have not, and could not state. It ha.d 
been a great day. 

By the way, the Vietnam warrior found 
his mates, and he reckoned it was the 
greatest day he had ever had. All I can 
say is, may they, and we, have many more 
of them. 

I make no excuses for any mistakes of 
any kind, as I said at the beginning, great 
events ,)DIy happen once. 

Yours, 
BOB DIXON, 2i2. 

THE GRET A REUNION 

For happy days Come to 
10th - 11th JUNE, 1972 

(Queens Birthday holiday weekend) 
Bring Medals - Money and Wife 
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Another issue of Mail Bag, this time 
an early edition, due to our big week­
end coming up in June. A few more 
letters to hand and this does help to 
swell the news. 

NORM CURLEY, ex 2/1 & 212 Pioneer 
Battalions, and now residing at Mosman, 
N.S;W., sends along a thank you note 
foJ' visitations at Concord over his recent 
sp'ell there, both from Monty & myself and 
Norm 'also sent a hefty ch-eque to the 
Association, thank you very much Norm, 
cheque already doing good work. Norm 
was the 21lst original Transport Sgt. 
and on Anzac Day, the following drivers 
wished to be remembered to him - Snow 
Jardine, "Dora" Black, Bert Herne, Vie 
Whiteley, Noel Schomberg and many 
others. While Norm is a widower of 
some time now, his daughter .and her 
children attend to his more regular 
wants and help to keep him on his toes. 
Keep sober old timer, I will call over 
again soon. 

JACK COLLIS, 2/1 and now residing 
at Umina, sends along more news from 
the Central Coast, to quote - the old 
"Balmain Tiger" Jack Coates is out of 
hospital and fully recovered from his 
operation, so fully recovered that he al­
ready is able to participate in a few ales. 
Jack reports that liES ROSE is also 
back in business after his broken ribs. 
The most upsetting part of the broken 
ribs was the fact that he was cold sober 
when he took the tumble. Thank you 
for the news, Jack, and looking forward 
to more from the Coast at a later datp. 

BILL STEERS, 2/1st, .another one of 
our old' Sg-ts., and now resid'ent at Marks 
POint, not far from Newcastle, writes of 
spell in· Belmont Hospital for a month. 
Bill does, not say what was wrong with 
him, but claims that he is OK again 
now. Bill sends his regards to all the 
Battalion chaps and knows that their 
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Anzac Day could only be successful with 
SL<ch a great team of blokes. Bill '1lso 
enclosed a cheque and th?t of course, 
is in the treasurer's hot little hand, 
thanks Bill and Good Luck. 

FRED DAVENPORT, 2!lstand :10W 
at Brisbane, a very short note - Best re­
gards, Fred. Cheque per medium of 
Monty, can't make much news out of 
those two lines, Fred, however cheque 
is to hand and doing' good work. 

NOBBY COOPER, 2l1st, now at Bal­
gownie. I think that is down the South 
Coast, Wollongong way, sends a letter, 
or I should say, Dorothy Cooper sends 
the letter, nothing wrong with Nobby, 
just can't write. However Dorothy wrote 
the letter, enclosed the donation and 
wishes everyone of the unit a ;,uccessful 
Anzac Day. Thank you very much 
Dorothy and Nobby and lets hear from 
you again soon. 

JACK CROSLAND, of Condell Park. 
or once again, Mrs. Crosland, sends a 
note apologising, for Jack is always 
going to write and send a sub, so she 
has taken the offensive "nd completed 
the job herself. Many thanks Mrs .• Tack 
and to all the wives that have to ,tir us 
up occasionally, your sub is' with the 
treasurer and I hope you continue to 
enjoy our little paper. 

MR. T. JAltVIS writes a :etter inform­
ing the Association of Lhe death of E. 
H. Jarvis, Ivhf) passed away on 11th Feb­
ruary, 1972. Ned Jarvis was a member 
of H.Q. Coy and respected by all who 
knew him. 

STEVE SNOW, 2/2nd and now at Am­
cliffe, N.S.W. sends a short note with 
very little news and a cheque to the As­
sociation. Thank you Steve, remember, 
if you write a few lines, so you will en­
courage more of your mates to do the 
same and the News will grow. It beats 
writing letters - Just think, 1200 letters 

2/1 2/2 PIONEER BATTALIONS ASSOCIATION 

COUNTRY REUNION & BARBECUE 
Newcastle· 10th June 

Christian 
Name ... 

Surname 

Company 

Address 

Greta, 11th June, 1972 
Army 
Nickname .. 

Unit (2/1 or 2/2) 

Platoon .. 

Number in Party Attending Reunion and Barbecue 
Attending Attending 
Reunion only Barbecue only 
Place in envelope and post NOW to: 

M. HERRON, 3 Enoggera Road, Beverly HiII~, N.S.W., 2209 

1st June, 1972 

for the price of one, not such a bad 
idea is It9 

TED STAFFORD, our old stalwart 
from Lismore on the North Coast, sends 
along a newsy letter of the doings up in 
the Northern regions. Ted attf'nded the 
service for the late HAROLD LEESE, as 
a personal friend, but was recognised by 
Harold's brother as a battalion member, 
and he expressed the appreciation that 
the unit was represented. Ted has passed 
:'lis cony of the News onto Lloyd Butcher, 
whom he sees quite a bit during those 
suggp~ted games of Bowls. Well, Mr. 
Butcher if you can manage to keep on 
rOlling dow!.1 a bowl, you can write a 
few lines to the pap'er and possibly in­
clude your address, as we have not got 
it on the books, thats not a request, 
thats an order. Back to Ted, I wonder 
who that Army bloke was Tf'd, sounds 
as though he must have meant what he 
said. We believe; it anyway. However, it 
should have been good for H few jugs 
through the day! That's about all Ted's 
news, he wishes all the boys the very 
best for Anzac Day and enclosed a sub 
to keep that paper rolling. 

BERT HUTTLEY, 2!2nd and now ;iv­
ing in Bloomsbury, Queensland. thanks 
the Committee for his copy of the 'News' 
and was sadd'ened at the death of 
"Cappy" Christian. Bert has two child­
ren married, a son and a daughter. 
Daughter has two children, so Bert and 
wife are grandparents. There are five 
children altogether, Bert works on a 
cane farm, tractor driving, etc. The sea­
son starts in about a month's time and 
then he will be fiat out for about six 
months, with one son working with him 
and the other son in his final years as 
a Compositor, at the "Guardian" Office, 
in Proserpine. We shall have to watch 
our layout and spelling now, that's for 
sure. Only one other Pioneer in l:'roser­
pine, and that is Vic Norman, of Anne 
Street, who works -at the sugar mill. Vie 
was a machine gunner in the Battalion 
and they will probably get together on 
the 25th, over a few noggins. In clOSing 
Bert wants to be remembered to all and 
a special mention to the memb'ers of 1 
Platoon, who served at Tarakan and 
Balikpapan, also enclosed a cheque to 
the treasurer and finished off with a 
really good saying - "It's good to keep 
in touch." Thank you for a very newsy 
lett.er, I am sure that !'!,ll the blokes will 
be .pleased to read it and we look 1'01'­
ward to further mention" 

JIl\:I "TICH" YOUNG, 2/1st and now at 
Botany Road, Waterloo, sends an apology 
for his non attendance on Anzac Day. 
He really wanted to see the Boys, "Nug­
gett" Neal and Lofty Hannon. However, 
it was not to be, as he collapsed in Mar­
ket Street, and finished up in Sydney 
Hospital for over three weeks. Bad luck 
Tich, however, you would not have fourld 
Lofty, as I had a letter from him also 
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and he has moved down to Victoria. 
I hope you take a little care and get 
back onto those two legs quick and lively. 
all my family are tip top, and a fourth 
grandchild arrived last Saturday, 22/4/72, 
so that makes me feel a bit older! Thank 
you for the note, Tich, and lots of luck, 
Keep Sober! 

BOB "LOFTY" HANNON, 2/Jst, ex 
resident of Manly-Warringah and now 
down at Shepparton, Victoria, sends a 
not-e with a donation for subs. and the 
news that he has not had a paper for 
some time. This can be fixed Bob, all we 
need was an address. Bob speaks of his 
son and wife being in England for pos­
sibly two years, while his daughier and 
her husband are in Canada. One thing 
old mate, you can't accuse them of liv­
ing in your hip pocket. Bob has not been 
too good, has had a few trips to Mel­
bourne to Repat. and is h9ping for an 
increas-e in his pension. You do not 
mention why you went to Victoria, we 
would all like to know? Bob sends his 
best regards to all the boys. 

ANZAC DAY at the Castlereagh - and 
"Dora" Black has done it again. You 
may remember a few issues ago, when 
we had a bit of a crack at the Sher­
mans and Blackie about Grandchildren, 
well Blackie has been married again, 
honest, and when he went back to 
Kyogle with his wire, Val, Flo Sherman 
said, "I knew her before you did Dorn." 
Looks like the Blacks and the Shermans 
are bound to clash. Also on the grape­
vine at the Castlereagh - that great big 
hunk of man, "Hollywood" Fred Whea­
ton. has a brok-en leg, fell down return­
ing from fishing, I hear. Casey Brown 
was heard to remark - "I wonder what 
would have been broken if he ha~ 
tangled with me." 

BERNREl!NERS (Sig. Platoon 2/1) of 
"Reiners Hall" Corryong, Victoria had 
two weeks holiday at Austinmer, N.S.W. 
in May. With his wife Mona and daughter 
Mandy they came up to Sydney and 
spent 'an enjoyable evening with Roma 
and Doug Shearston (another performing 
Seal), Joyce and Bob McGregor and Peg 
and Max Herron. 

Bern invited the Herrons down for a 
weekend and Peg and Max (another per­
forming Seal) readily took him up on his 
offer. According to Peg, the weekend was 
Ha Ball." 

BILL WRIGHT, 2/1 of Wyoming wrote 
in to say he derived great pleasure from 
sp-ending Anzac Day with his mates. He 
sends a big thank you to each and every 
one on the Committee who, he considers, 
did an excellent job. After witnessing 
the mighty job they do hoe is very grateful 
for the giant task they perform. 

Two days before Anzac Day Bill was 
at Nelson's Bay and saw C. "Ando" Ander­
son of C Coy. and spent a couple of 
l10urs with him over a few ales. "Ando" 
is in the building trade and has been 
working at Nelson's Bay for the past 
eight years and really looks a picture of 
health. He joined Bill in sending regards 
to all their mates. 

Bill and his wife had a pl-easant tour 
of Tasmania early this year with Pioneer 
Tours. and they thoroughly enjoyed the 
most interesting trip. 

Bill's eldest son took a position this 
year with "Hemsley Iron" at Dampier in 
Wi'.stern Australia and are living in a 
br!md new home, air condition, furnisheg, 
etc. for $6 per week, so are very happy. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS 
Beaumont, S.A. 

Dear Max and Bob, 
r have been reminded by Bobbie Lake's 

opening paragraph on page four of the 
April issue of the Pioneer News that I 
had not written for quite a whil-e. Now. 
let's get together and correct this. 

Everyone has an excuse of course for 
not writing, but to make sure that my 
!Iood intentions do not go too far astray, r am writing this letter from my Office. 

All is going well in sunny South Aus­
tralia and Ernie Hayden, who is STILL 
in the Army and myself had our own 
little Pioneer reunion on Tuesday last. I 
marched with Legacy and Ern with the 
Royal Australian Regiment Association. 
At the end of the Service we joined. at 
a nearby hostelry and managed to spend 
a fairly quiet afternoon until early even­
ing. We both commented on how. sad it 
is to see some of the boys passmg on, 
particularly names who are known so 
well to us. It is not difficult to remember 
hcwever that we are all growing older. 
Ern looks very well and at the present 
time is in camp not far out of Adelaide 
with the recruiting training unit. He had 
the day ofi' on Tuesday. Although he is 
now a grandfather he looks yery fit al­
thcugh his wif'e is not as well as she could 
be. 

As far as r am concerned things are 
still much the same and I am able to 
report that having passed the 122 year 
mark of residence in Ad'elaide, I am still 
enjoying South Australia. With the family 
we drove up to Sydney in January in time 
to catch up with your "wettest wet" since 
1911. I was there for the full three weeks 
of i.t and my holiday was literally a 
"wash-out." In this instance we were glad 
to turn round and come back home. 

In March I headed North again for my 
first of three planned visits to the North­
ern Territory. This time however I went 
beyond Darwin and spent a week in Timor 
landing at Baccau and travelling on to 
Dill. While in Dili I was fortunate enough 
in meeting an old friend formerly . of 
Darwin, now living high in the mountams 
at a place called Moubissie, which was 
well known as being over-run by the Japs 
during the war. My friend now runs the 
Army Rest House in the Mountains and 
the fifty mile journey took three and 
three-quarter hours in a Land Rover, so 
you can imagine the sort of road which 
leads over three mountain ranges averag­
ing from 8,000 to 10,000 feet. The country 
was absolutely magnificent although there 
is very little to do on the island. It was 
a good -experience and I was there to look 
for business opportunities but needless to 
say I did not come back with a briefcase 
full of orders. There may be possible 
future business but only time will tell. On 
my return I spent another week in Dar­
win prior to departure for Adelaide. 
It is good to see the Pioneer News still 

coming out regularly and it is great to 

Bill sends his regards to all his mates 
and concludes by saying "see you all at 
Greta." Thanks for a very newsy letter 
Bill. 

That's about it for now, see you at 
Newcastle or Greta in June - Let's make 
it a honey. 

LAKBY. 

i'ead the various dOings of people whom 
we have not seen for quite some time. 
Monty does a great job as do all of you 
and Ern and I appreciate receiving our 
copies of the News. We also had a nostalgic 
feeling wheh we talked of the Newcastle 
reunion and one of these days we may 
even get up there together. 

We send our regards to my old mate 
Wally Page, all the fellows in Newcastle 
and particularly to you fellows who keep 
the Association gOing. To help you I am 
enclosing a small cheque which may help 
to cover postage. 

That's all for now, with kind regards 
to all. 

Yours sincerely, 
MAX LAw, B Coy. 2/1. 

NOTICE TO ALL PIONEERS 
The Annual Remembrance Church Ser­

vice will be conducted this year at the 
L'eichhardt Methodist Church. 

This will be the last time it will be 
conducted by Rev. Stan Claughton as 
Stan is retiring from his ministry in 
December 1972. 

He is particularly looking forward to 
the attendance of all Pioneers at this 
servic-e. 

Try and make it this year fellows, 
for I know you will not regret it. 

NEWS JOTTINGS BY IIMONTYII 
TOM HUGO of C Coy. 2/1 is home again 

after another spell at Concord Hospital 
and would like to have any Pioneers call 
on him at 58 Sherwood Road, Revesby, 
phone 771-2136. 

FRED DAVENPORT of A Cov. 2/1 and 
his wife Nail were at Lightning'Ridge on 
Anzac Day and sent regards to all Pion­
eers. Thank you for the generous cheque 
Fred and Nell - this was passed on to the 
Treasurer for the Welfare Account. Fred 
mentions having called on Jack Tatham 
of A Coy. "Sliprail" has a property at 
CurrubUbula near Tamworth. Jack also 
writes to say how pleased he and his wife 
were to have the company of Fred and 
Nell. Jack -extends an invitation to all 
Pioneers to c8.ll on him any time.: 

OWEN BURNS was at the Homebush 
RSL recently and was pleased to have 
a chat with me. 

ALTHEA ALLEN, widow of Hughie Allen 
A Coy., attended the Wreath Laying Cere­
mony with her son and although for 
years they had departed after the cere­
mony this year they were introduced to 
Peg Herron who took them to supper. 

GEORGE BAINS, C Coy. 2/1, was at 
Concord Hospital on Anzac Day and said 
it wa..<; quite a thrill to watch the 2/1 
march on television. He said it cheered 
him {!onsiderably to see his old mates on 
the screen. 

JOCK "SCOTTY" ARMOUR called on 
me and passed on the sad news that hi.., 
wife had died, and then the following 
week his son-in-law had died. Please ac­
cept our deepest sympathy Jock. 

Jock has returned from a rest in the 
country and will be resuming his duties 
as Bandmaster, staging recitals in the 
Botanical Gardens, Hyde Park and Rand­
wick Racecourse. 

Jock sends his regards to all Pioneers 



Page 8 PIONEER NEWS 1st June, 1972 

BITTER PILL PROTECT YOUR FAMILY 
DAD, A DILL 

Don't let that triplet lYe your epitaph. 
No matter what your age, there are some 
matters we should all put in order before 
it's too late. 

So ask yourself these qu:estions (which 
are taken from the December issue of 
"Reveille") and see if you can answer 
them in the affirmative. H not, you 
should take steps to tidy things up. 

Q. 1. iDoes my wife know where my 
Discharge is? 

Q. 2. Does my wife know where my .war 
medals are? 

Q. 3. Have I any entitlement to a war 
pension? 

These three questions must be considered 
as a group. They may not worry you but 
they could make the difference between 
your wife becoming a War Widow and 
treated by the Repatriation Department 
as such, or being an ordinary widow with 
no such claim to Repatriation benefits. 

Q. 4. Have I made a will? 
Q. 5. Has it been revised to meet current 

circumstances? 
Q. 6. Does my wife know where it is and 

who the executor is? 
Thirty p'er cent of those who die in 

Australia leave no will and this often 
causes extensive litigation, heartache and 
hardship, as Sub-Branch Officers can so 
3adly testify. Then the legal people gain 
most and your wife and family least! 

Moreover, the Court could then appoint 
an executor who would not be as com­
petent or desirable as the ,person you had 
in mind. 

Anyhow what is the good of a will if no 
one knows where it is? 

Q. 7. Has my wife made a will? 

Q. 8. Do you know where it is and who 
is the executor? 

These questions are really the previous 
ones in reverse ahd just as important 
because the same remarks apply. 

Q. 9. Does my will take into account 
the simultaneous death of myself and my 
wife? 

H this occurs the law asumes that you 
died first and your children could be 
called upon to pay death duties etc. on 
your estate and then your wife's, which 
would include all you reft her. 

This can be obviated by a provision in 
your will leaving the estate to your wife 
if she survives you for some stated period 
e.g. 30 days. 

Q. 10. Have I any life assurance? 
Q. 11. Have I any superannuation? 
Q. 12. Do I belong to any mortality fund? 
Q. 13. Does my wife know where my 

policies are, and whom she should con­
tact regarding my superannuation or to 
obtain benefit from the mortality fund? 

This last question may be an exercise 
for you: anyhow see if you can readily 
answer Q. 13 by asking "do I know where 
etc." You may not. 

There are still more questions to ask 
yourself and your wife but before we go 
further, in this era, where the wife often 
works, get her to answer this question. 

Q. 14. Do questions 10 to 13 apply to 
me so that my husband would know 
whom to contact if I died? 

Now to continue. 
Q. 15. Have we a joint bank account? 
Q. 16. H either of us die can the other 

operate on the account? 
This is no catch question. Upon the 

2/1 • 2/2 PIONEER COUNTRY REUNION AND BARBECUE 

PROGRAMME 
Saturday, 10th June • Newca!tle -

Cut out this advert and 
bring with you 

Sunday, 11th June -, Greta 

MONDAY, 5th JUNE, 9 a.m. - LATEST ACCEPTANCE FOR CATERING 

SATURDAY, 10th JUNE: 
3.30 p.m. Accommodation Bookings allocated in Foyer of Hamilton R.S.L. 

Club, Tudor Street. 
5.30 p.m. R.S:L. HALL, next door to Hamilton R.S.L. Club, Doors open. 

Cast for Dinner $5 each including - Refreshments - payable at door. 
6.00 p.m. Pre Dinner drinks served, 
6.30 p.m. Dinner served. 

SUNDAY, 11th JUNE: 
9.00 a.m. Buses depart from Hamilton R.S.L. Cost $1.20 each, payable 

at Bus or tickets obtainable at Reunion previous night. 
10.00 a.m. Buses arrive Wyndum Street, Greta. 
10.20 a.m. Wreath Laying Ceremony - Medals to be worn - Greta Soldiers 

MemoriaL 
10.45 a.m. Buses depart for Silver City Camp. 
11.10 a.m. March Past - Salute taken by Colonel R. S. Garland, M.C. -

Medals to lYe worn. 
12.30 p.m. Barbecue Lunch - Cost $1 per person - payable on ground 

or by ticket obtainable at Reunion previous night. All eating utensils 
provided. Canned beer on sale at 25 cents. Soft drink on sale. 

:

!:.: ' 2.30 p.m.Buses dep9,rt for Vineyard inspection and tour. 

MEDALS ARE TO BE WORN AT WREATH LAYING AND MARCH PAST. 
':.._---------------------------------------------------------------------------------~~~~----------------~---~----------------------------------~------------

LEFT NO WILL 
death of either party the bahk must 
freeze the account unless it is a "Joint 
and Continuing" account. 

Q. 17. Is my house mortgaged? If so 
with whom and where are the deeds and 
mortgage agreement, etc.? 

Q. 18. What is the extent of the mort­
gage and its terms of repayment? 

Q. 19. Is the house (a) in my name, (b) 
in my \;fife's name, (c) in both as jOint 
tenants? 

Q. 20. If we are joint tenants can my 
wife prove lrer jOint equity? 

The final question appears redundant 
but it is not because the Stamp Duty 
Office will assume that the value of the 
house and land goes into your estate 
unless your widow has an equity. . 

That is, unless she contributed in some 
way towards its purchase USing her own 
capital and/or earnings or received gifts 
or had other means of gaining such equity. 

This is a tough one, is it not? This is 
the law. 

Well how did you fare in your answers? 
If you want help in these matters and in 
arranging your will, the R.S.L. can help. 

Perhaps you have your own legal ad­
visor. If so, see him; if not, you may 
contact the State Branch and see one 
of the members of the legal panel there. 

Whatever you do, in the interest of 
your family, please both husband and wife, 
make your wills. 

VALE 
It is with regret that we report the 

passing away of the following members: 
"HOOT" GIBSON - who Was in Car­

:ngbah Hospital. 
R.AY SCHUM4'\KER - "The Red Baron" 

of Murrurundi. 
BILL THOMAS - who passed away in 

May. 
GEORGE LEVY - who passed away 

in May, 
LEST WE FORGET. 

WAR SERVICE HOMES ACT 
With the resumption of land and houses 

by the l\1;ain Roads Board for new road­
ways, there is still an Act operating for 
those who want to purchase a new place 
and a grant of $9,000 is available. 

The person to contact in this matter 
is Ken Hawkes and his number is B0349 
Extension 3006, and he will be only too 
glad to interview those who want advice 
on this subject. 

SHOULD BE HONOURABLE? 
Dear Dorothy Dix, 

I am 35 years of age and have two 
brothers, one is in the Liberal Party and 
one serving six years for rape and arson. 

My sister is on the street and my father 
lives on her earnings. My mother i<; 
pregnant by the boarder and because of 
this my father won't marry her. 

I have recently become engaged to an 
ex-prostitute and I ,wish to be fair to 
her. Should I tell her about my brother 
in the Liberal Party????? 
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