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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
January of each year conveys to us in the [ree world that we are com-
mencing another year — a “New Year”. It means that we can look back over
the past 12 months and ponder over our gains, and losses, our misgivings —

and allows us to make every effort to look to our New Year to see what we,

as individuals, can do to inprove our lot and the lot of others in the coming
12 months.

So it is with our Association. Our New Year commences alter our April
General Meeting with a committee of willing workers doing their bit towards

helping our comrades.

As President, I can only hope to emulate my worthy predecessor, Hector

~Page, and trust that with the help of my committee, so do my bit towards

justifying the faith you have placed in me. [ earnestly urge you all to help us
by doing whatever is asked ol you, such as attending re-unions when possible,
and supplying any items of news to our own Association papenr.

By co-operation, we will go forward and so help to cement the good work
put up over the past years.

R. PEGG.
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enthusiastic raepmon Although, in
answer to o request lrom the R.5.1.,
a short h stoxy ol the two battalions
was supplied by Frank Allen (2/1),
and Hec. Page (‘) 2) for broadcasting,
the actual mention was ver y short.

The 2/1st was led by former Major
Norman Neal, who has only 1ecem]y
been dlsnhdigul from a ‘,a)dney 108
pital.

CONGRATULATIONS TO-

Gordon Osborne, a Major in the
Permunecnt Forces, who has  been
made a member of the V l(;t()l‘idll
Order by Her Majesty the Queen, i
wmmmmn of his work on the Liais-
on Stalf of the recent Royal Tour of
the Commonwealth. Gordon's  de-
coration was admired by many when
he wore it in the Anzac March. We
might also add that Gordon is alsp
uude movement orders to a post in
orea with the 4th Battalion, R.AR.
We wish you Bon Voyage, Gordon.
Please l\u.p us posted w nle you are
away, as we know that the boys here
will he very interested in vour experi-
ENnces. ,

IN PASSING

Frank Dynon is in training for car

racing and recently took part in the

mhd&x races at Ommre, He had bad
fuck as he had to retire due to a
busted petrol tank. Frank was at the
re-union for a while but stayed on
the water wagon.

The “Pallomollowor Kid”, Charles
Wilby, seems to be doing all right for
himsell in the feld of whmt grow-
ing. He has also acquired himself a
few more little tax deductions in the
form of four boys and two girls since
his discharge in 1945, Good luck to
you, Charles.

B.gger, brighter and better than
ever is Freddie Wheaton, who with
his wife and family, spent his holi-
days in Sydney. Fred was present at
the re-union and certainly seemed to
have a lot of fun with some of Ins old
mates,

John Trevethick is now a Major
weh the 17/18th Bn. C.MF., and
was recently given command of a
CGompany that is not very close to
home. John's Company is at Gosford
and this entails his travelling from
Sydney  every Wednesday night
(Others in the same unit baclude
Jim Drummoend). But getting back to
John. In a recent parade in Gosford,

-ne led the marchers past Brigadier

Cameron, who took ‘the salute.

Thank you for your very interest-
ing letter, Bill Hottman. Bill tells of
the very heavy damage in the recent
lloods in the Kyogle district and, at
the same time, has a number of ques-
tions that he would like answered.
Only oo happy to oblige, Bill. First-
ly, we have not any move afoot as yet
to get a Battalion History of the
2/1st. Main reason is that alter en-.
quiry, it was found that the cost
would he too high at the present
time. However, we hope that one day
it will be published. Secondly, as you
mayv read elsewhere, there was not
any \Iarch issue of the “Pioneer
News” (It's nice to know that it was
missed). Thirdly, the 2/2nd Pioneer
Bn’s. history is available at £1 per
copy, post Iree. Apply to The Sec.
(Room 2, 19 Hunter St., Sydney). Re-
gards to all in the district, Bill.

Also from Kyogle is a letter from
Peter Bell. Peter also mentions the
disastrous floods and said that it up-
set all plans for the boys in the area
who had intended coming to Sydney
for the Anzac week-end, Those affect-
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eers, though not necessarily in. his
place of business. Bill hopes to be
down for the Anzac Smoko ,but says
that, unlike Iast vear, he wown't be
indulging in any allumight party.,. If
I remember rightly, Ron Memiman
might have something to say about
that, Bill. How about that, Ron.
We don’t know if we scared you
or not, but although we reminded
you in our last issue of the yearly
subscription for your “Pioneer News”
being due as from now, our mail

-dropped . down. to. a very low level.

The subscription is still only 2/6 per
year, but it is necessary to have it in
i you still wish the “Mews” printed.
Ladies, stand over your husbands
and make them drop us a note (with
2/6 enclosed) otherwise we will be
short of news.

Down to Victoria again to answer
a query for T. L. Malone. Mr. Mal
one asks for information of one
“Rocky” French, late of 6th Platoon,
“B” Coy., 2/2nd. The only name on
our files that may answer the ques-
tion is W. French, Woy Woy Bay,
.8 W, Could anyone else furnish
any further information? If so, please
write to Mardan Road, Mirboo
North, Victoria.

Robert Bally has asked if we could
drop a hint to 2/1st men in. Victoria
to join up with the 2/2nd Pioneer
Battalion on Anzac Day for the
march through Melbourne. This is
quite a good idea, and we know that
the boys of the 2/2nd would be only
too glad to welcome 2/1st Pioneers
on that day. Incidentally, for any
information of the 2/2nd Pioneer
Battalion Association, please countact
Secretary, R. Conningshy, 39 Puckle
Siveet, Moonee Ponds, Victoria.

Mick Bye tells of seeing a few of
the boys from dme to time, in fact

one, Wally Baird, has a block of land
close to Mick's, and they often man.
age to-adjowrn to the “Imperial” in
Walgett for a drop of the “doings”.
Thanks for your nice remarks and
generous donation, Mick,

Active committee-man; “Monty”

Montague, has told of meeting one of

the Army sisters who accompanied
the original 2/1st Pioncer Battalion,
away on their fivst venture overseas,
aboard the “laxury” liner (?) Jobhan
de Witte, back in 1940, -‘The Sister
was Sister Tidd, no doubt stiil re-
membered by many of the boys. Sister
Tidd is still carrving on in noble
profession, being in charge of Ward
37 at Concord Repatriation Hospital.
With her in the same hospital is
Sister Hamilton, whe is in Ward 530.
Oiher names brought to mind along
with - these two ladies are Sisters
Hamilton and Malone, but we have
not any word of their whereabouts.
However, no matter where they may
be now or in the future, we wish
them all well in their wonderful job
of helping those of us who need
them., Indeed, those who were looked
after by them will never forget them.

The look of relief on Treasurer
Rodd Pegg’s face lately is due to
the fact that his wifeis well on the

way to recovery after a serious oper-

ation. We send regards to your good
wife, Rodd, and trust that Mrys, Pegg
will suffer no ill effects in the futuxe.

We told you several mouths ago
that we would keep you posted on
the movements of George (“GR.B.)
Patterson. Well, latest news to band
is that George is now Senior Trade
Commissioner in London. He is
certainly moving, around in this
world,

It is vegreited that we have to add
the name of Major Norman (“Nug-
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¢ ated by one explosion. It seems

o8y to - imagine what Hitler would

ave  done whtn, in his lust for
power, he was unable to “crack”
England, became frustrated and ord-
(,lcd the indescriminate bombing of
that Island. Had he had the use of
a weapon such as the Hydrogen
Bomb, England would now be past
history, and a lot of other countries
with it.

Therefore, we ]mw, to face up to
the question of the future, “What
would happen if the Bowmb was in
the hands of a fanatical aggressor?”
Let us hope, also, that while we have
the Bomb, we also remain with De-
macracy, for while the people govern,
countries with different politics ave
safe, as long as they are not aggres-
sive.

Problem (2) must also be given
considerable thought for, since the
last test explosion in March 54, the
effective range of the weapon proved
far in excess of calculations.

~ To me, it is essential that our
scientists - konow the Iimit (plus a
margin for contin«rency) of the Bomb
befoae it is exploded, rather than
let off and then find 'its effeciive
range was larger than they antici-
pated.

As an individual, T feel that the
scientists of the world must be
brought together to study and dis-
cuss the potential of the “Hydrogen
Bomb,” and to make public their
findings to allay all fears, and with-
out any frills, Having dome this, it
would then be up to the governments
of all countries to weigh the Scien-

tists findings and act in accordance
with them.

ACHIEVEMENTS

To Association Vice-President, Roy
Roach and Lois, a boy, Peter, born
25th March. Statistics are approxi-
mately as follows, weight 8lbs., height
22in.  Congratulations to Lois and
vourself, Roy, and we know for a
fact that two boys in the family is
not the limit, so we wish you success -






